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AUTUMN 2020 NEWSLETTER

Dear Friends of Singing Kites
We welcome you to this challenging Autumn
edition of our newsletter bringing you updates
and stories of happenings at the school, and of
some difficult decisions we have been forced
to make since we were last in touch with you.
Sadly we are living in a changing world because of the
Covid-19 virus spread, and sadly Cambodia is being badly
affected by it also.
This is an incredibly difficult time for us all. Cambodia too is
in the midst of the pandemic crisis just as we are. Being a
developing country with a very high degree of poverty the
challenges there are very great.
On Monday the 16 March, the Cambodian Ministry
of Education closed all schools in Cambodia and we
complied with that request and temporally closed our
school. This decision was made to protect the students
and their families in line with the closure of all government
schools and universities across the country.
Unfortunately, like any developing country the Cambodian
people cannot access any government benefits, have
an appalling health system, and so they are largely
left on their own to do the best they can to survive this
challenging situation. My personal opinion, and the
decision made collectively by the Singing Kites Board, is to
try our best to help our students and staff along this very
difficult road, as best we can.

This week I have been in meetings with our team, and
changes are still unfolding as days pass. The plunge in the
Australian dollar has added to our concerns.
There was a day when we thought we would have to close
down completely, but then we thought about the 11 years
of personal build up investment in bringing education and
improvements in health to our village children, and the
dependence on us for our loyal teacher’s support of their
families. We have decided to strike out, to downsize our
operation for the time, and implement a “survival plan” so
we can continue, at least for the foreseeable future.
With thoughts and very best wishes to all,
Lyn Hotchin

NEWS ON FUNDRAISERS
Sadly it is not possible for us to go ahead with any of
our planned fundraisers for the foreseeable future.
June Moro and her team are the greatest
fundraising supporters of our school and university
students through the various functions they hold
during the year. This has been an assured support
for our university students. We are indebted to
June for her untiring generosity of spirit and hard
work for us. This attributes also apply to her team.
They are indispensable to our success.
All events planned, including the sponsored
‘Plunge’ in Hobart in June have had to be cancelled.
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Changing times for us
TANOP COMMUNITY
EDUCATION CENTRE
It has been so difficult having to decide what we keep and
what we let go of. We all agreed that the most important
factor is keeping our village school open with a nucleus
of staff. We have invested so much in our teachers over
eleven years and we decided that they would be the
hardest factor to replace after all this is over. They also
depend on us for a job to support their families.
We have decided to reduce staff numbers. Those
leaving us are our part time teachers who have the
security of returning to jobs teaching in the Government
schools to support their families when schools open
again. This decision was very difficult to make, as some
of these wonderful teachers have been with us for
many, many years.

THE DENTAL CLINIC
We have decided to close our Dental Clinic for the
foreseeable future. We will still support the University
Tuition Scholarships of our two dental students Lyda Sann
and Rany Chann, who will complete their university course
in Dental Nursing in July this year.

UNIVERSITY STUDENTS
We have decided to close our university student residence
in Phnom Penh while still supporting all the student’s
university tuition. This was our second biggest monthly
financial component. We are still offering university tuition
scholarships for our students which is the component we
have been asked for in community meetings of parents
at TCEC recently. Students are now asked to fund their
own accommodation by procuring family support or by
working at part time jobs. This also gives them a feeling
of independence, and is an inroad into gaining full time
employment after they finish their courses.

FINALLY
Our survival is so dependent on our donors. Whilst we
have to accept what the future holds for us, and realise
that every person’s circumstances are changing as days
pass, we are incredibly indebted to those people who
have written to us saying that they are still able to continue
to support us.
Tith and I began this amazing journey together in 2006,
and there are no words to express our huge feelings of
gratitude at this moment, that it seems quite possible
we can go on in part, supporting our many Cambodian
families through these times. Please know that we are able
to continue at this point only because of the generosity of
each of our donors.

OTHER
HAPPY NEWS
Congratulations to Sari and Touch
on the birth of a son, Dina.
Touch’s wife has a very small stall
at the local market selling clothes.
This she does seven days a week.
Touch heads our IT program
at TCEC and was our very first
supported university student in
Phnom Penh.
Like many children in Cambodia,
Dina is carefully looked after by
his grandmother at home while his
parents are at work during the day.

www.singingkites.org

2

AUTUMN 2020 NEWSLETTER

10TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS AT TCEC
To a happier note now! Although this part of the report,
seems a distant dream for us now, I would like to pass the
message on about it.
What a wonderful way to end 2019 with a wonderful
opportunity to share in a very special 10th birthday
celebration with students, teachers, visitors and many
of our graduate students. It was such a special time to
be part of and reflect collectively on the path we have
trodden in these passing years. Happiness abounded
before the dark clouds of the Covid-19 epidemic
descended on us all.
Lyn Hotchin, her daughter Alex Hotchin and daughterin-law Nardi Hotchin with our Singing Kites CEO Bharat
Vanmali arrived a few days before our planned weekend
celebration at TCEC, and in time to have a dinner at “The
Corn” in Phnom Penh on Thursday the 27 November with
some of our wonderful graduate students who were able
to attend. The room quickly filled with enthusiastic chatter,
laughter and a great deal of warmth of spirit as we shared
the night and meal together.
It alone was a night for us, as an organisation, to feel a
great sense of pride. Together we had an architect, an
electrical engineer,chemical engineers, dental nurses,
teachers, journalists, prospective Bio Engineering
graduates, IT experts, a recognised artist, and Business
Manager. They are all village students who have come
through TCEC, and were supported by us at University.

On the Saturday morning Alex Hotchin began her
amazing detailed map of the school on the wall of
the office. She was helped in part by some brave and
enthusiastic students who followed her every move!
On the opposite wall Phyra Morn, a very talented artist
and one of our ex supported university students, offered,
as his gift to us, to paint another beautiful wall mural. He
was helped all day by a very patient brother, Phyrun.
Phyra also gave us a painting he had done for us, called
“Tith’s Dream”. This wonderful story I will share with you at
a later time.
On Saturday afternoon we held a Soccer match between
two of our senior teams and two of our junior teams. This
was a wonderful event for all! This two hours of sport, was
followed by other Games that the teachers and students
had organised! The evening closed with a dinner for the
students and an award evening. 114 students received
academic or merit certificates.
On Sunday we held a parent meeting where we listened
to their questions and updated them on our plans for
their children and the school. This important meeting was
followed by a simple lunch, which was enjoyed by all.
The weekend was a perfect conclusion to a shorter than
usual visit to TCEC, but one we will always remember with
gratitude and pride in allowing us to reflect on just how far
we have come since 2006.

Over the weekend we held two days of activities involving
the school students and the students families.

Dinner at The Corn with our wonderful graduate students
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Alex Hotchin’s school map mural
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Phyra Morn’s wonderful wall mural

Phyra Morn’s ‘Tith’s Dream’ mural
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Singing Kites 10th Anniversary Celebration dinner and award evening for the students

Singing Kites Soccer match

Other fun games during the day
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Singing Kites 10th Anniversary Celebration parent meeting and lunch

www.singingkites.org

7

AUTUMN 2020 NEWSLETTER

SOKHEA’S STORY
Sokhea Chhon was a small baby when we first arrived
in Tanop Village in 2006. I always remember her
mother so proudly introducing us to her youngest child.
In preschool I remember she could sing right through
“Five Little Ducks” in English, after learning it for three
days! In tune perfectly too!

As a young girl, I have watched her journey through
the school we opened in the village in 2009, and reach
for her goal; to receive a good education and help
support her family. She is such a bright young girl.

FINAL THANKS
As I close I would like to thank each and every one of
you for being part of our important team effort; who
over the past eleven years, has been able to help our
Cambodian village communities make changes to help
so many families educate their children, and move
away from the cycle of poverty.
We hope with all our heart, we will have a future that
involves us in being able to continue to empower
Cambodian, village children and their families to reach
for the stars.

If you would like to help us by making a
donation, please visit our webpage

www.singingkites.org

Once again a huge thank you to Katherine May our
Graphic Designer for generously donating her time
to produce our newsletters! kmay.com.au

Please keep safe and well everyone.
Yours in gratitude,
Lyn and the Singing Kites Team
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